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Robins Post
Society of American Military Engineers
Board Meeting
16 November 2011


Board Members:
	President				Col Nicholas Desport			Present
	Vice President				Mike Coats				Present
	Treasurer				Griff Cox				Present
	Secretary				Esther Lee				Present
	Asst Secretary				Casey Lucas				Absent
	Executive Director			
		Membership			Nancy Manley				Present
	Directors
		National Liaison		Becky McCoy				Present	
Programs			Ken Branton				Absent
		Programs			Laurel Cordell				Present
		Education and Mentoring	Brett Williams				Present
		Financial			Kevin Long				Present
		National Security		Joe Ballard				Present
						Shawn Politino			Present
		NCO/Sr Enlisted		CMSgt Ferrell				Absent	
		Events/Small Business	Steve Hvizdzak			Absent
		Sustaining Membership	Paul Koch				Absent	

	Others					N/A
				

Col Nicholas Desport, Post President, initiated the meeting at 1100 hours.

Upcoming Meetings:
No General Meeting for November or December.  The next General Meeting has been scheduled for January 2012 but the Board will be meeting on 14 December to discuss upcoming elections and items for next year.  Tour that was scheduled for November was cancelled.

Programs/Program News:
General meetings will start back up in January 2012.  Mr. Ken Branton will notify the Board on upcoming programs for the next year at the next board meeting.  Col Deport had a few ideas on some speakers that he can contact.  Col Desport will get with Mr. Branton about the 2012 Program.
Finance:
Mr. Griff Cox gave an update on our financials.  The Post has $8,000 in savings and about $2,400 in checking.  The only remaining expenses that the Post has for this year are the travel costs for Mr. Shawn Politino attending the TISP Conference and the Plaques for the yearly awards.

Mr. Kevin Long gave an update on our investment account, which has about $76, 000 (year to date).  This quarter has been particularly good but the year as a whole has not been so good.  The Financial committee will be looking over the investment account every 6 months to make sure that the Post is on track with its financial goals.  Mr. Long said that Mr. K. Shockley (our Smith Barney representative) is available at any time to discuss the Post’s investment strategies, either in a separate meeting or at the next board meeting, whichever the Board chooses.

Post Membership:
The Post has tried several times to contact Mercer University School of Engineering about standing up a SAME student chapter but has been unsuccessful.  Col Desport has agreed to take on this initiative and contact the school’s Dean about what the Post has to offers its students.  Ms. Laurel Cordell and Ms. Esther Lee will send Col Desport information on how to start a student chapter and the Dean’s contact information to assist him with this process. There are other schools in the area with pre-engineering degrees that may be interested as well:  Macon State College and Middle Georgia College.

National Security:
Mr. Joe Ballard updated the members on the status of this streamer and told the Post how we could receive With Distinction status, if we complete the following: a Post member must have a published article on Emergency Management for the current year.  

Mr. Shawn Politino will be attending the TISP conference set for Nov 29 through Dec 2nd in Maryland.  Mr. Politino will give the Board an update on the conference at the next Board meeting.

Education and Mentoring:
The Board discussed several activities that the Post can get involved with such as the Science Fair held at the Museum of Aviation, the Lego Competition, and Astronaut Day.  Volunteers will be needed to accomplish these activities.  Mr. Brett Williams will call for volunteers via the Facebook page and the newsletter.

Events and Small Business:
No update was provided.

SAME National:
No update was provided.

General Topics:
Ms. Becky McCoy has setup a Facebook page for the Robins SAME Post.  The Post has yet another way to notify its members of any Post announcements and allow its sustaining members to interface directly with the Post.  The Board voted to allow the page to accept friend requests so that members can write messages on the page as opposed to just being a fan page where only admin can post messages.  Ms. Lee will notify post members about the Facebook page via the monthly flyer.  

Ms. Nancy Manley and Mr. Joe Ballard are currently working on updating our streamers and they have asked the Board for assistance with adding any items that may “beef up” the streamer packages.  Official deadline for the streamer packages is set for 31 January.  Internal deadline set for 15 January.

Ms. McCoy brought up that we usually give out our awards in January.  The Board discussed who they should select for the two awards.  The Board voted to select Nelson Rosa for the Ric Powers Achievement Award and Casey Lucas for the Outstanding Young Member Award.  Mr. Cox will get the plaques made to be presented in the general meeting scheduled in January.  The Board also discussed about nominating someone as a SAME Fellow as the Post has not done this in quite a few years.  Mr. Shawn Politino was nominated for the Fellowship.

Mr. Brett Williams has been accepted into the Civilian Intermediate Developmental Programs and will be leaving next August to attend Air Command and Staff College at Maxwell AFB.

Mr. Cox gave an update on how the Boys Scout troop that the Post charters is doing.  The building that they are currently in is set for demolition and they will be moving into one of the portable trailers near the old Elementary school.  The charter for the Boy Scouts Troop 220 is about to expire and Mr. Cox asked the Board if the Post would like to re-charter the troop.  The Board unanimously voted to re-charter the troop.  It is $40 total to re-charter the troop, both Pack 220 and Troop 220.  Mr. Cox also mentioned that the troop will be receiving a silver rating for the Journey to Excellence award.

A thank you note from one of the scholarship winners was sent to the Post.  Ms. Lee will put the thank you note in the flyer.

The meeting was closed and dismissed at approximately 1200 hours.
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