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Newsletter of the Robins AFB Post:  Society of American Military Engineers 

Preview of June 2011 SAME Presentation, entitled “Partnership with Industry”.  This presentation will 

be given by Lt Col Greg Ottoman and Mr. Scott Hastings.  

HQ AFRC’s Partnership with Industry Presentation 

The Air Force Reserve Command (AFRC) is one of the ten major commands in the 

Air Force, and takes the Air Force motto of “Fly, Fight, and Win in Air, Space, and 

Cyberspace” to heart.  With a population of over 71,000 reservists, they are a force to 

be reckoned with because of the many missions that they manage to support the 

Warfighter.  AFRC does everything from Space Operations, Civil Engineering, and 

Combat Logistics, to unique missions such as Aerial Spray and Hurricane Hunting. 

 

The Headquarters for AFRC is located at Robins AFB, and manages 10 reserve bases 

and 56 tenant bases.  Lt Col Ottoman and Mr. Hastings will be giving a presentation on the AFRC MILCON 

and SRM programs that will highlight past, current, and future projects within this command.  By partnering 

with industry, HQ AFRC can complete their missions in a timely manner with greater efficiency and im-

proved resourcefulness.   

For those of you that work outside of the gates but would like to attend our monthly  meetings,  SAME is 

working with Security Forces to allow people to come inside the gates without having to be sponsored in.  

Please submit your name, phone number, and email address to the Robins SAME Post Secretary 

(esther.lee@robins.af.mil) if you would like to attend the meeting.   
 

Please submit your request by June 13th, so that Security Forces has time for processing.  On the day of the 

meeting, come in through the Main Gate (the Watson Boulevard gate) and stop by the Visitor’s Center.  

Please have your driver’s license, proof of insurance, and vehicle registration handy as you will be required 

to show these before your pass is issued. 

JUNE 2011 www.samerobins.org 

Need Base Access? 



Mr. Joe Ballard, a graduate of Clemson University in South 

Carolina, is currently a Project Manager for HQ AFRC/

A7PM, managing design and construction for multiple pro-

jects at several AFRC bases.  He has been a member of 

SAME for over 20 years, serving in various leadership posi-

tions at local Posts around the world.  He is currently a 

member of the Readiness and Homeland Security Commit-

tee for the Robins AFB Post. 

 

Mr. Ballard retired from the Air Force in 2008 after serving over 25 years as a Civil Engineer officer.  He held 

numerous assignments at the base and MAJCOM level, including 2 tours at Robins:  2002-2004 as the 778 

CES/CC and 2006-2008 as HQ AFRC/A7X Division Chief.  He served as a squadron commander 4 times -- 

twice deployed and twice in CONUS.  After retirement, he served for a year as the 78 CEG Director before as-

suming his current position.  Mr. Ballard is married to the former Marchien van der Werff from 

Haarlem, the Netherlands, and they have four children, Naomi, Femke, Glenn, and Ilse. 

It was a warm and sunny day on April 26th and folks 

gathered at the Robins AFB Parade Fields to attend the 

2011 Historic Forest Ceremony.  Robins AFB is desig-

nated as a Tree City USA® which promotes the plant-

ing of trees to educate the public on the benefits of 

trees.  Our Tree City is called The Historic Forest be-

cause the seedlings that are planted here come from 

trees that have historical significance.  The trees that 

are planted here honor those that are associated with 

Robins AFB, and this ceremony has been performed 

for over 15 years.  This year was especially significant 

to our Post as we honored one of our former Fellows and National Liaison, 

Ric Powers.  
 

Ric was the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Area Engineer at Robins AFB, Sa-

vannah District.  He served at Robins from 1987 until 2010 and was responsi-

ble for all MILCON construction undertaken at Robins AFB, including the C-

5 Depot Overhaul Program, the J-Stars Pro-

gram, the B-1B Guard Beddown Program and 

the AFMC sponsored Quality of Life Moderni-

zation Program totaling over $1Billion. Ric was 

one of the key leaders in re-activation of the 

Robins SAME Post in 1996, and it was largely 

due to his continuity of leadership the Robins 

Post has prospered.   

SAME Spotlight: Member of  the Month  

 
 

WHAT’S  

 COMING 

 UP… 
 

2 

The next Robins Post General 
Meeting will be held on 15 
June 2011 at 11:30 am. The 
meeting will be held in the Ho-
rizon’s Atrium. All are wel-
come.  
 
 

Upcoming Dates in 2011 
 
 

15 June:  1130 hours:  SAME Gen-
eral Meeting immediately preceded 
by the SAME Robins Post Board/
Officer’s meeting.  A presentation 
entitled, “AFRC’s Partnership with 
Industry” will be given. 
 
20 July:  1130 hours:  SAME Gen-
eral Meeting immediately preceded 
by the SAME Robins Post Board/
Officer’s meeting.  Presentation TBA. 
 
17 August:  1130 hours:  SAME 
General Meeting immediately pre-
ceded by the SAME Robins Post 
Board/Officer’s meeting.  A presen-
tation will be given by the 78th Civil 
Engineering Group entitled, “CE 
Program Review”. 
 
17 - 19 August:  SAME Post Leaders 

Workshop in Alexandria, VA.  
Please visit www.same.org for more 
details. 
 
October:  2011 SAME Golf Tourna-
ment 

SAME Dedicates a Historic Tree in 

Memory of  Committed SAME Member 



This year’s tournament was filled to the brim with fun, laughter, and some 

great prizes such as a golf bag, umbrellas, and even a Yoda golf club cubby!  

Twenty-six teams, split into two flights, spent the day competing in the an-

nual SAME Earth Day Golf Tourney at Pine Oaks Golf Course on April 14th.      

The Happy Hour Recycling team, last year’s winners, took first place again 

for Flight A.  As for Flight B, the winning team members were Alex Stokes, 

John Hyde, Gary Belconis, and James Griffin. 
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Let the Golfing Begin! 

SAME Vision 

SAME Mission  
 “To promote and facilitate engi-

neering support for national secu-

rity by developing and enhancing 

relationships and competencies 

among uniformed services, public 

and private sector engineers, and 

related professionals.” 

 

 

 

 

“To be a premier global engineer-

ing organization leading the pro-

fessional and personal growth of 

all members in support of military 

readiness and development of 

solutions to national security 

challenges.” 

Gulf Coast Architectural Group Inc. is a full-service architectural firm providing design, construction administration, 

LEED design, roof consulting, planning/programming and interior design services. 
 

GCAG specializes in projects for DOD clients.  Our team has worked at military bases throughout the United States and 

in Latin America.  With over 60 years combined experience, we understand the challenges faced by DOD clients and are 

skilled at adapting to budget and program changes during project design. As a small business, our management team is 

accessible, responds rapidly and makes quick decisions, ensuring that our clients receive the best possible service and 

outstanding results. 
 

Our design process is built around comprehensive programming, cost estimating, 

quality control and value engineering. Prior to design, we help our clients clarify 

their desired outcomes. The GCAG team then works diligently to ensure that the 

final product meets the aesthetic, budgetary and functional goals of the client's 

concept. 
 

GCAG currently holds IDIQ contracts with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(Mobile District), U.S. Army Medical Command, Eglin AFB and the Air Force 

Reserve Command. 
 

    2510 West Cervantes Street 

    Pensacola, FL  32505 

    850.607.7328 

 

For more information, please visit our website:  www.gcarchgroup.com 

Sustaining Member Spotlight: Gulf  Coast Architects  

The Marine Forces Reserve Headquarters in 

Federal City, LA.  GCAG played a key role in the 

design of this new facility, including installation 

of  the emergency systems, secret/secure commu-

nications, servers and electronic equipment, 

access control/intrusion detection and furniture 

systems. 
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The Boy Scouts of Robins AFB Troop 220 (sponsored by SAME Robins post) have had a busy spring.  They 

have been selling five dollar discount “Camp” cards to help support local scouting programs and to help 

themselves go to Summer Camp. 
 

The boys started selling at the end of March and continued through the end 

of May.  They sold the cards at various business locations (Commissary, 

Lowe’s, Ryan’s) as well as door to door.  This hard work definitely has paid off 

as the Troop sold a total of 1,019 discount cards making Robins Troop 220 

among the best performing Troops in the 24 counties that make up the Cen-

tral Georgia Council.  From these sales, the Troop made $2,547.50 to support 

Council operations, $1,528.50 for Troop needs and $1,019 for individual scout 

camp credit! 
 

The boys decided to use the Troop portion of the designated funds to pur-

chase a brand new equipment trailer.  This new 6 foot by 12 foot trailer will replace the old, homemade 

trailer the Troop has used for over a decade.  Due to safety concerns, the homemade trailer has recently 

been restricted to “short distance use” only which severely limited the Troop’s camping program.  The new 

trailer will fill a vital need in the Troop and along with twelve very proud scouts will take its maiden voy-

age on June 12th to Camp Sidney Dew near Rome, Georgia for a week of Summer Camp. 
 

Pictured here is Troop 220’s T-Shirt artwork proudly displaying its link to SAME.  The Scouting Fleur-de-

lis is decorated with stars and stripes to acknowledge the unit’s patriotism and includes a tongue in cheek 

reference to the organizations acronym, “We are not all the SAME”.  If you want to find out more about 

Troop 220 or to volunteer ideas, time, materials or monetarily; please feel free to contact Griff Cox. 

SAME and the Scouts of  Troop 220 

Presenting the 2011 Winners... 

One of the goals of SAME is to encourage and mentor young people who are interested in the field of engi-

neering in order to successfully develop engineers of the future.  The Robins SAME Post awarded two $2,500 

scholarships this year for students in the local area that could demonstrate their passion and desire to pursue 

a college degree in the engineering field.  This year’s winners are: 
 

Thomas “TJ” Wilkason, pictured from the top right, is a senior at Mount De Sales Academy 

and has decided to attend MIT where he plans to study  electrical engineering and physics.  

His older sister, Colby, won this scholarship two years ago and is currently studying at Har-

vard.  

Karl Burkhardt, pictured on the left, is a freshman at Georgia Institute of Tech-

nology where he is currently studying chemical and biomolecular engineering.  

Karl is familiar with our Post as he was the winner of the SAME Engineering and 

Construction Summer Camp a few years ago.   
 

Evan Hopf will be attending the SAME Engineering and Construction Camp this 

summer though a scholarship provided by our Post.  Evan, pictured on the bot-

tom right, is a junior at Warner Robins High School and wishes to one day be an 

Air Force pilot and utilize his engineering degree to improve and develop military aircraft. 
 

SAME wishes to congratulate all the scholarship winners! 



Post Officers 
 

President 

Col. Nicholas Desport 

nicholas.desport@us.af.mil 
(478) 327-1100 
 
Vice President 
Mr. Mike Coats 
michael.coats@aecom.com 
(478) 329-8870 
 
Secretary 
Ms. Esther Lee 
esther.lee@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-3976 
 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms. Casey Lucas  
casey.spinks@aecom.com 
(478) 329-8870 
 
Treasurer 
Mr. Griff Cox 
gary.cox4@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-9269 
 
Senior Enlisted Advisor 
(VACANT) 
 
Executive Directors 
Ms. Becky McCoy; National Liaison 
Becky.mccoy@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-9287 
 
Ms. Nancy Manley; Membership 
nancy.manley@robins.af.mil 
(478) 926-3533 x 28100 
 
Directors 
Mr. Ken Branton; Programs 
kenneth_branton@urscorp.com 
(678) 808-8907 
 
Ms. Laurel Cordell; Programs 
laurel.cordell@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-9275 
 
Mr. Brett Williams; Education & Mentoring 
brett.williams@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-9225 
 
Mr. Joe Ballard; National Security 
joe.ballard.1@us.af.mil 
(478) 327-1034 
 
Mr. Shawn Politino; National Security 
shawn.politino@us.af.mil 
(478) 327-1023 
 
Mr. Kevin Long; Financials 
kevin.long@robins.af.mil 
(478) 926-7301 
 
Mr. Steve Hvizdzak; Events/Small Busi-
ness 
steve.hvizdzak@tepa.com 
(478) 922-7751 
 
Mr. Paul Koch; Sustaining Memberships 
pkoch@lviservices.com 
(478) 923-5999 
 
 

Sustaining Member Firms 
 

AECOM 
Mike Coats; michael.coats@aecom.com 
(478) 329-8870 / Fax 329-1062 
 

AMEC, PLC 
Keith Brown; keith.brown@amec.com 
(770) 420-2100 / Fax 420-2080 
 

Applied Engineering Solutions 
Angie Hubbard; ahubbard@AES-pe.com   
(478) 314-1270 / Fax 314-1271 
 

ARCADIS US 
Steven Moes; steven.moes@arcadis-us.com  
(386) 338-2682 / Fax 263-2746 
 

Atkins North America 
Nate Berger; Hnathaniel.berger@atkinsglobal.com 
(678) 247-2643 / Fax (770) 226-0967 
 
Benham Constructors, LLC 
Michael Gwyn; Hmike.gwyn@benham.com 
(704) 542-2908 / Fax 759-0081 
 

CAPE, Inc. 
Scott Harris; Hsharris@cape-inc.com 
(478) 923-6788 / Fax 923-6799 
 

CEMS Engineering 
Hugh Giggleman; hgiggleman@cemsengineering.com 
(843) 875-3637 / Fax 875-4509 
 

CH2M Hill 
Frank Miyagawa; Hfrank.miyagawa@ch2m.com 
(850) 939-8300 x42 / 939-0035 
 

Columbia Engineering  
Donald Sherrill; dsherrill@columbia-engineering.com 

(770) 925-0357 / Fax 925-0565 
 

Defense Products Marketing, Inc. 

Neil Hammaker;  dpmwr@aol.com 

(478) 329-9666 / Fax 918-0264 
 

Donaldson, Garrett & Associates, Inc. 
Elaine Hollis-Prichard; esh@dg-a.com 
(478) 474-5350 / Fax 477-2534 
 

Eaton Corporation 

Adam Byrd; adambyrd@eaton.com 

(678) 309-4235 / Fax  n/a 
 

EMR, Inc. 
Jim Foster; jfoster@emr-inc.com 
(850) 698-8893 / Fax (904) 212-0787 
 

F3 Solutions 

Joe Jahnke,  joe@f3now.com 

(478) 971-1343 / Fax 971-1344 
 

Flint EMC 

F. Ronnie Sanders; rsanders@flintemc.com 
(478) 218-5548 / Fax 219-5539 
 

Geosyntec Consultants 
Bill Nagel; bnagel@geosyntec.com 
(478) 328-6181 / Fax 929-5120 
 

Geotechnical & Environmental Consultants 
Thomas Driver; Htdriver@geconsultants.comH  
(478) 757-1606 / Fax 757-1608 
 

Gulf Coast Architectural Group, Inc. 

Don Carlos;  don@gcarchgroup.com 

(850) 607-7328 / Fax 332-7255 
 

Landmark Engineering Group, Inc. 

Mike Shamsie;  mike.shamsie@landgroup.biz 

(309) 755-3400 / Fax 755-5522 
 

Leo A Daly 

Edward Piekarczyk; EPiekarczyk@leoadaly.com 
(404) 874-8333 / Fax 874-8830 
 

MACTEC Engineering and Consulting 
Art Warner; arwarner@mactec.com 
(478) 923-5999 x15 / Fax 923-5776 
 

Merrick & Company 
Douglas Elledge; douglas.elledge@merrick.com 
(404) 739-5100 / Fax 739-5101 

New South Construction Company 

Dan Hobson;  dhobson@newsouthconstruction.com  

(404) 443-4000 / Fax 443-4100 
 

Ocmulgee Site and Environmental Services, Inc. 
Wesley Woods;  lwoods@ocmulgeesite.com 
(478) 224-7070 / Fax 224-7072 
 

Pond & Company 

John Cassidy; cassidyj@pondco.com 
(678) 336-7740 / Fax 336-7744 
 

Porter Scientific Inc. 
Freda Porter;  fporter@porterscientific.com 
(910) 521-0549 / Fax 521-3599 
 

Reeves Construction Company 

Steve Kichefski; skichefski@southeastpavement- 

services.com 

(478) 474 9092 / Fax 474-9192 
 

RMT 

LC Campbell; Hlc.campbell@rmtinc.com 
(478) 955-9980 / 953-6577  
 

Superior Solar Systems LLC 
Jeff Ball; jeff.ball@superiorsolar.com  
(707) 695-5454 / Fax (866) 699-9852 
 

TEPA EC, LLC 
Steve Hvizdzak; Hsteve.hvizdzak@tepa.com 
(478) 922-7751 / Fax 922-7925 
 

TetraTech, Inc. 
Scott Cavode; scott.cavode@tetratech.com 
(678) 775-3108 / Fax 775-3138 
 

Toland & Mizell Architects 
Alan Toland; atoland@toland-mizell.com 
(404) 343-3500 / Fax 577-6240 
 

URS Corporation 

Ken Branton; kenneth_branton@urscorp.com 
(678) 808-8907 / Fax 808-8400 
 

Weston Solutions, Inc. 
Hilton Culpepper; hilton.culpepper@westonsolutions.com 
(478) 875-3693 / Fax 875-3693 (same) 
 

WINDAMIR Development & Construction 
Kimberly Glover; kglover@windamir.com 
(770) 436-3500 / Fax 436-9020     
 

Wolverton and Associates, Inc 
Theo Stone;  theo.stone@wolvertone-assoc.com 
(770) 447-9070 / Fax 447-9070 

SAME Robins Post  
Sustaining Member News 
Are you with a Sustaining Member Firm?  
If you would like to become one, or if you are  
not sure of your company’s registration 
status, please contact Mr. Paul Koch, our 
Sustaining Member Director, at 
478.923.5999 or pdkoch@mactec.com. 
 

Accepting Abstracts 
We are currently accepting abstracts for pre-
senters and Presentations in 2011. Let us 
know what presentation topics or presenters 
would most interest you. We want to know 
what is important to you. Please contact Mr. 
Ken Branton at kenneth_branton@urscorp.com 
with feedback or for more information. 
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